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If you think you were hurt and want to file a personal injury lawsuit, you may need 
to file a tort claim first.   

A tort claim is something that you file if the person who hurt you was a 
government employee.  You usually have to file a tort claim within six months of 
the day you were harmed.   If you do not file a tort claim on time, you may not be 
able to file a lawsuit. 

If you might want to file a personal injury lawsuit, you should contact an attorney 
right away.  Disability Rights California does not practice this area of law.  We 
cannot advise you about filing tort claims.  We cannot help you file your tort 
claim. 

Even if it has already been more than six months, you should still contact a 
personal injury attorney.  The attorney can help you find the right tort claim form, 
talk to you about when your timeline started, and help you figure out your 
deadline. The attorney can  tell you if you can file a late claim. A personal injury 
attorney can advise you about the next steps to take after you file a tort claim. 

Disability Rights California can give you a list of personal injury lawyers, or you 
can call the California State Bar Lawyer Referral service to request a referral at: 

1-866-442-2529 

www.calbar.org/lrs 

We want to hear from you! Please complete the following survey about our 
publications and let us know how we are doing!  [Take the Survey] 

For legal assistance call 800-776-5746 or complete a request for assistance 
form. For all other purposes call 916-504-5800 (Northern CA); 213-213-8000 
(Southern CA).  

http://www.calbar.org/lrs
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1d6ezTl2M5UMAWU66exLbc1SQ9wDPzvtuS3AGR4-cgwE/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://goo.gl/fssd0G
https://goo.gl/fssd0G


 

 

  

 

Disability Rights California is funded by a variety of sources, for a complete list of 
funders, go to http://www.disabilityrightsca.org/Documents/ 
ListofGrantsAndContracts.html. 

http://www.disabilityrightsca.org/Documents/ListofGrantsAndContracts.html
http://www.disabilityrightsca.org/Documents/ListofGrantsAndContracts.html

